ZOOS MARK *SIDEON” PARSONS. 


Radio Comix 11765 


oe eee st 


nie 


essai 


Comic Alchemy 


I's January. 


January is a tricky month, to be sure. For comic publishers it’s a time to take 
stock of the last year, examining what worked and what didn’t. That sounds 
pretty reasonable, right? But lots of publishers take it too far. They scrutinize 


sales numbers like mystic writin, 


vainly attempting to divine hidden sales 
patterns from dusty tally sheets in an effort to reveal some areane secret for the 
“Perfect Selling Comic.” Instead of January truly representing a new start, it’s 
icks in 


‘ent quantities, refining their formulae in some sort of bizarre comic 


simply become the starting point for remixing last year’s tired 
dif 
alchemy 


You might argue that my point of view is a bit eyncial 


and you might 


right. There are a lot of amazing comics being made these days and that makes 


me happy. Unfortunately, not many people are reading them and that makes me 
unhappy. Last year was particularly brutal for independent creators. F've been in 
comics long enough to know that the market goes up and down and that’s just 

the nature of the beast. But I've also been in comics lon; 


enough fo know that 


fewer and fewer creators can make a living off their work, This honestly grieves 
me. A lot of friends are dropping comic work for movies, games, or pretty 
much anything else to put food on the table. They’ ve had it, January, for them, 


iepresents & new start of sorts: a career outside comics 


I'm not sure that [ have an answer to this problem. I've always subscribed to a 
“Cl 
but I ean control my own immediate surroundings. If | keep my own lawn. 


an Lawn" policy for problems like this. I can't control the rest of the world. 


clean, that’s both a good start and an excellent example for our neighbors. Let’s 
hope they’re paying attention 


So, this month I won't be giving you any grandiose plans for 2006, Hl skip the 


comic alchemy, Instead, I'm reaffirming our, “seat of the pants” approach to 
publishing. No demographics, sales charts, audience polling, trend-chasing or 
second-guessing what our readers want. We read all our submissions and if 
there’s something that strikes us as funny, clever or just plain entertaining 
we're going to publish it. It’s that simple. Well, sort of. We do have one tiny 
little secret. Keep this one under your hat, but our secret is we have an amazing 
readership. They just get it. Radio Comix fans crave something different 


something @ little off-beat and original. They're willing to work al finding what 


they want, either pre-ordering their comics from their retailer or 


to order it directly online. They're supportive, vocal and dedicated. Keepi 


readers happy has always been our top priority. Without you we'd be sunk 


Did I mention that January was tricky? January is also the time I get called by 
other publishers. “Oh, what a terrible year!” they'll proclaim. “How does Radio 
Comix do it? Tell us your secret!” they'll plead 


TI pause, then in a serious tone (and here’s the tricky part) I'll whisper, “The 


Perfect Formula? IT’S REAL.” without cracking a smile 


by Pat Duke 


Books 


The Hot Spot 


fool stuff we like 


The stuff we were list 


‘oc playing with when we put these comies together! 


Nana vol. | by Ai Yazawa 


Video Games 
Star Wars: Battlefront 11 (Xbox) 
Animal Crossing: Wild World (Nintendo DS 


DYDs 


Serenity 
The L. Word Season 2 


406 Furrlough #150 


You deverve a break toxlay! 


Various 


Genus: Male #5 


Make a run for the Borde 


5 
3 


The Gang of Five 
408 Ice Queens #1 


Various 
409 Milk #51 


Pinger-Licking Good! 


Radio Comix Playlist 


ETCHEOOK 


Here's a lovely detait of some promo art hy 
Christina “Smudge” Hanson for the upcoming 
Dangerous vol. 242! Lok for it this March! 
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On, HERE We 
GO... FOR A 
minute 1 THOUGHT Y 
THEY WERE TRYING 
TO BE SERIOUS 

MUSICIANS / 


AM, IT?S ALL 
SO 'PHONEY, 


ty 
41P3” ROUTINE) 
Y? KNOW > 


=. AND. 
SS reve Stu F. \$ 
GOT ALL THEIR ; 
CLOTHES ONY! ‘s 7 Lf kee AS 
ACROSS AS 
\ A BUNCH OF 
. RENT Bors: 


you 
WHAT 2/ 


BRAY SOTWA s 
ig a "IT WAS A FEL) YEARS AGO... WHEN i WAS 
Ney FORIONE RIT WAS A FED TEARS Soc obeeniy AT THE 
ae rde ae 2 = \ HOSPITAL. I'D JUST FINISHED FOR THE 
Das srite One a EVENINE AnB AS bECioiING Une THER TO 
\exPERIENCES UY Go HOME AND CRASH, OR GO FOR A 
OF MY LIFE! / PS BURGER THING AND A MoviE. “ 
<a} : CROYDON =i 
@ STATION 


WHEN THIS PONEY-MAN'S 


i "THe MAN IN THE 

OUP IN FRONT S) BACK HE. WELL 

Z gy) PROPOSITIONED Me. 
Vas [WAS STUNNED.” 


THE DUMBEST 

"| WAS SURPRISED. | MEAN,| 2 
THIS WAS A GOOD-LOOKING Hi, THING, EVER 
MAN... ANO HE OBVIOUSLY DID. as 
HAVE BEEN AN 
AXE - MURDERER, 
= ANYTHING 1! 


“WHAT CAN | SAY> IT WAS STUPID. | KNEW /T 
COULD BE DANGEROUS, BUT | WAS CURIOUS TO 
SEE WHY HE PICKED ME, How THIS WouLD Piay Pe 
OUT. VE NEVER BEEN ‘ABLE TO RESIST A 
MYSTERY. BESIDES, HE WAS Gi 


"WE PULLED INTO THE HOTEL’: 


LEVATOR UP TO HIS SUITE. 
NEED FOR EMBARRASSING 


ENQUIRIES AT RECEPTION, EH: 


“HE DISMISSED THE UF FE 

FOR THE REST OF THE NIGHT 
“WASN'T SAD TO SEE THE BA\ 
OF HIM — "AND WE WERE AL 


BATHROOM PY HEART. 
JUST STOPPED!” 


GA, WHE WAS SO BEAUTIFUL 1 COULDNIT 
\ BREATHE. | JUST STOOD, STARING 


LIKE AN IDIOT, UNTIL HE BECKONED 
ME TOWARDS Hil...” 


OT INTO THE BED. “AND THEN HE 
\ HE PLLLED ME CLOSE ) BURST INTO 
! TO Hin, LOOKED INTO TEARS 1/" 
My EYES...” s rs 


T WENT ON LIKE THAT THROUGHOUT 
HE NIGHT. NOTHING SEXUAL 
HAPPENED AT ALL. HE WEPT AND 
PLEADED, TALKING INCESSANTLY IN. 
A LANGUAGE | COULDN'T UNDERSTAND, 
BEGGING FoR FORGIVENESS... 
OR SOMETHING. 


GpR "1 GOT DRESSED IN A HURRY. | WAS 
25) CONVINCED 1 WAS GOING TO GET 
QB" STIFFED WiTH THE HOTE: 

1 WANTED TO GET MOVING- 

AN ENVELOPE FOR ME ON THE TABLE, 
S01 GRABBED IT AND WALKED OUT.” 


<a “WAS ORAWN ON A BANS 
qp NEVER HEARD OF S01 DIDN’T 
QW TAKE IT SERIOUSLY, OF COURSE." 


1 WONDER 
WHAT THE Goins| 
RATE FOR AN 
ACT OF COIV- 
TRITION 15 
THESE DAYS? 


4k BE AN 
INTERESTING 
SOUVENIR. 


WELL, TPS 
OPENING 


You CANT A cou) HOW THE HELL 
LEAVE IT THERE!) ‘ Y Do You THINK | 
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_ 
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"TALL, DAPK ANDO HANDSO, 
STAG SEEKS SEXY LATIN 
HAMSTER. LOVES CHINESE & 

FOOD, KNITTING, AND ICE , & 

SKATING..." \ 
SOUNDS 
LIKE MY TYPE! 


"MIDOLE AGED "CYBER TIGER 
LLAMA, LOOKING SEEKS CYBER SEX! 
FOR FUN AND INTERVIEWS IN 
EXCITING PERSON, PREY 
PARTNER! ILL 
SUCK THE 
FILLINGS FROM 
yOUR TEETH AND 
ILL TRY ANYTHING 
ONCE- TWICE IF 
YOU'RE Lucky!" 
MY KIND OF 


"INTER-DIMENSIONAL GIANT 

SPOOGE TORTOISE SEEKS PAN 
\ _ -SEXUAL, PAN-DIMENSIONAL 

"Ge ‘ BEINGS FOR MEANINGFUL 
RELATIONSHIPS INVOLVING 
BONDAGE, PIE,GRATUITOUS 
BOOTY AND CAREER 
-ORIENTED PENSION PLANS!" 
JUST MY TYPES / 


| . » YOU'RE A BUNNY. 
EVERY TYPE IS 


So | mostly 
ignored the 
feeling. 


All | Knew about 
gays was that 
uys called each other 
that to harmiessly 


We called 
each other 
“faggot” to 
joke around. 


And even if 
Vd realized 
| was gay, | wouldn’t 
have told my 
friends. 


| didn’t want 
to get 
beat up. 


Thad a great time 
with table-top 


games. 

My natural deanity 

made it easy to get 
into character. 


= == Montague takes the offered cup 
and tosses his k with - 
a haughty pout, saying. 
a Pe 
eR. 


TH choose 
who shall 
please me, 
Strummer! 


For you 
are the one 


Most pictures 
showed him 


doodling at 


coventions. 


e 
& 


We were both 


letting 


: It only took 
a few days to 


ore : 


jumpstart 


I don't need 
to bean angel 
inorder to 
wing it. 


FREEZE. \\‘ 
sucKeRs SS ‘\ 


LIEUTENANT 
STREAKY... 

GI YORK Vil 
You'RE BUSTE! 


'SSTANGROOM & LOWTHER 


The Difference between Dangerous & Genus Male 
GenusMale 


THOUGHT YOU WERE 
THE BIGGEST TURN-ON GEEZ, | NEVER 
IN MY LIFE. YOUR HAIR, KNEW THAT YOU FELT 
YOUR EYES, YOUR THAT WAY ABOUT ME 
STINKY S¢ 5 wv 


LOVE FOR YOU WOL 
BE UNREQUITEO. 


Smudge 2008 


2005 MARK *SIDEON” PARSONS. 


